
Bert Whitaker
Sonoma County Regional Parks Department
2300 County Center Drive Suite 120A
Santa Rosa, CA 95403

November 20, 2015

Dear Mr. Whitaker,

The Valley of the Moon Alliance wishes to go on record that we oppose the off leash dog park 
proposed for Shaw Park in the village of Kenwood. There are currently too many conflicts affect-
ing that area and we fear adding one more potential issue would be unwise at this time. The ad-
dition of a new noise element, for example, might tip the balance of the peaceful coexistence of 
neighbors who live in close proximity to the park.

There are parking problems in the village in the area surrounding VJB on both Shaw and Maple 
Avenues, and sometimes spilling on to Clyde and Los Guilicos Avenues as well. VJB is adjacent 
to the park and there are pedestrians in the area at all hours. If there were a solution to the 
parking problem and enforcement of code issues VOTMA would be willing to review the project 
again at that time.

Whether Shaw Park should be used for an off-leash dog area even if the VJB concerns are re-
solved is an issue with strongly felt opinions on both sides. Shaw Park is used for soccer, other 
field games and as a grassy area where children in the village play. Though most dog owners 
are considerate and pick up after their dogs, we know that there are some who do not. 
It is not clear why Shaw Park should be treated any differently than any other county parks with 
respect to allowed animal activities, especially given that Elizabeth Ann Perrone Dog Park in the 
Sonoma Valley Regional Park (Glen Ellen) is little more than a few minutes away.

Another issue to consider is that some of the dogs utilizing the park may belong to people stay-
ing at vacation rentals. A quick internet search yielded 15 pet friendly rentals in Kenwood, with 7 
of them located within blocks of Shaw Park. Temporary residents will not have the same stake in 
the success of the project and it is doubtful that the property owners will be proactive regarding 
pets elsewhere in town. It is common to see vacationers strolling the streets in Kenwood with 
their dogs (and sometimes glasses of wine too).

Thank you for the opportunity to express our concerns.

Gini Dunlap
Valley of the Moon Alliance Board of Directors

cc: Supervisor Susan Gorin, VOTMA exec




